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Two regional organisations in the 
Caribbean and Africa are coming together 
to cooperate on issues of standards, 
product safety and reduction of technical 
barriers to trade.
The CARICOM Regional Organisation for 
Standards and Quality (CROSQ) and the 
African Organisation for Standardisation 
(ARSO) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding in January at an African, 
Caribbean and Pacific Group of States 
(ACP) Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 
Project Management meeting in Kenya, 
pledging support and cooperation with 
each other in the development of South-
South quality infrastructure.

The MOU outlines cooperation on matters of standardisation, 
metrology (the science of measurement), accreditation and 
conformity assessment (testing, inspection and certification) as well 
as mutual exchanges of information and publications between the 
two organisations.

Among the other areas covered in the agreement are:

•	 The	enhancement	of	mutual	understanding	of	the	processes	
of development of local standards in concerned geographical zones, 
as well as information exchanges on matters of trade that impact 
trade between Africa and the Caribbean;

•	 The	 promotion	 of	 the	 benefits	 of	 standardization,	
metrology, accreditation and conformity assessment;

•	 Cooperation	 in	the	development	of	policy	documents	on	
evolving strategic issues in regional South – South and international 
standardization;

•	 Collaboration	in	the	field	of	Standardization	and	Conformity	
Assessment within the framework the World Trade Organization 
Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO – TBT) Agreement

This signing has also opened the way for technical cooperation 
and international support in exchanges of experts in the quality 
infrastructure field, working partnerships in the components of 
Quality Infrastructure (QI), engagements with stakeholders as well as 
dialogues between experts in the quality related areas from Africa 
and the Caribbean. The agreement is for a period of five years and 
will also encourage these organizations’ teamwork in advancing 
joint positions on supporting the growth of QI initiatives and the 
dismantling of TBT impediments in the ACP intra and extra regional 

trade, economic and social development agenda.

CROSQ is CARICOM’s sole regional agency, established in 2002, that 
deals with the full spectrum of quality infrastructure related matters 
across its 15 Member States. ARSO, Africa’s intergovernmental 
standardisation organisation of 26 member states, was established 
in 1977 with a mandate to promote standardisation and related 
activities (conformity assessment, consumer protection, information 
and education) across that continent to facilitate intra-African trade 
and international trade of goods and services. ARSO has strong 
strategic and operational alliances with AFRIMET (Intra-Africa 
Metrology System), AFRAC (African Accreditation Cooperation) and 
AFSEC ( African Electrotechncial Standardiisation Commission) under 
the PAQI (Pan-African Quality Infrastructure) MOU arrangement and 
that ARSO spearheads. 

ARSO and CROSQ signed an MoU on 19th January 2017 in Nairobi, 
Kenya during the ACP-EU-TBT Programme Workshop “TBT GOOD 
PRACTICES” held at the Boma Hotel in Nairobi.
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